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M| provided us. I look forward to working with ]

The mixer at La Strada went. off without a hitch. A spectacular
crowd and a lot of new business partxclpatlon, howeveq, Mamno did
not let us down. The food just kept coming.

Again a special thanks to Martino and his staff for the outstandmg
service they provided. 1

We also need to thank our volunteers who are: th¢re eaoh time
working without pay. Jr. Erwin at the bar, Maxine Exwin and Nell
Trundle selling drink and soda tokens and Bobbie' Ba.rne " fhr asmstmg
in the raffle drawings. ' _

We did really well this time and were able to glve pack $140 in
raffle monies, and that my friends is:good.

‘We are continuing to see more and more peeple each m@nth at our
mixers and 1 hope that it is an indication of increased membershlp
forthcoming. A lot of networking this month and: we. st keep it up,
for that is what we are all about..

We have the technology, we have the resources, let ug! put them to

. work in our favor in 2009.

o -Jerry Sattler.

Geleral Membershlp

Our guest speaker for February was Barbara Rosales damctor
of Wilson & Kratzer Mortuaries Mission Bell Chapel, who:once'
again provided valuable information to our membership and
‘guests. :

I am bhappy to report that attendance is up and we are see;ng_
more guests attend our meetings.

‘Barbara clearly made us aware on how 1mpoth it really is.to
have certain information before losing a loved one. I was also

impressed on the audience participation in questlon and
answer portion of the speaker’s presentation. I 'f WA ank
Barbara for the gift bags she distributed to-each person. We]l
done Barbara and thank you once again. -

‘Also speaking was the owner of Marketplace Magazme
Deborah Stevens, and I truly appreciated the mformatmn she

approval of the Board of Directors. The chamber truly needs the

Continued on Page 4.



2 (Chawlber Clhatter

An Evening to Remember

The rain stopped just long enough for us to
get to and from the annual Installation and
Awards Dinner on Feb. 28, where we installed
the directors and officers for the coming year
and honored Walt Pedretti as Citizen of the
Year and the Regional Cancer Center as the
Business of the Year,

Although his busy schedule prevented him
from joining with us for dinner, Rep. George
Miller, D-Martinez, did join us for the social
hour and after being introduced by former
Assemblyman Bob Campbell, did say a few
words about how things are gomg in
Washington.

Our thanks to Cmdr. Mark Foisie, who did a
great job as emcee, and along with Police Chief
Joe Aita and their "cohorts" and with the
assistance of Phyllis Pedretti, they were able to
get the uniform jacket, the badge and other
memorabilia items used by our Citizen of the
Year, Walt Pedretti, during his early years as

police chief more than 40 years ago. The items. .

were displayed in a large, glass-encased frame
and will be displayed in the Police Department.

The Regional Cancer Center was also
honored during the evening as Business of the
Year. '

Our thanks to all the organizations and
individuals who had kind words to say and
presented the honorees with many awards
during the evening,

Also a big "thank you" to former

Assemblyman Bob Campbell for being the
installing officer for the evening. Bob has been
kind enough to do this the past few years.

The officers installed included Jerry Sattler,
president; Walt Pedretti, first vice president;
Norma Milthollin, second vice president;
Beverly Wallace, secretary; and Charles "Nick"
Nicholas, treasurer.

Directors whose terms expire Dec. 31
include; Len Battaglia, Sharon Brown, Maxine
Erwin, William Erwin Jr., Charles "Nick"
Nicholas, Paresh Pakhare, John Parodi, Walt
Pedretti, Jerry Sattler and Nell Trundle,
Directors whose terms will end Dec. 31, 2010,
include: Joe Aita, Joe Gomes, Alex Gomez,
Patricia Gross, Doug Millar, Norma Millhollin,
Richard Munoz, Beverly Wallace, McKinley
Williams and Alicia Vasquez.

Honorary directors include Marie Daniels,
Joe Gomes, Phil Saxton, Nell Trundle and the
Rev. Palmer Watson. To be an honorary
director, you must be at least 80 years of age
and having served 10 or more years asa

- director.

Roger McNair

Realtor

@® Prudential

California Realty

3575 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante; CA 94803
Celt 510-685-0157 - Fax 510-768-5638

E-mail: Roger. McNalr@pmreaIty com

An indepandently ownad and oparstsd mamber o The Prudent a! Resl Extate Aﬁlhnl e,
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233-1448
2218 MARKET ST. SAM STOWELL
SAN PABLO, CA 94806 FAX 233-7531

Doctors

Medical Center

San Pablo Campus
2000 Vale Road

San Pablo, CA 94806

(510) 970-5000
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City eyes Yardbirds site

o,
for community center
The city of San Pablo is considering buying the

soon-to-be vacant Home Depot Yardbirds.

San Pablo's Civic Center is adjacent to the
42,000-square-foot Yardbirds at 13901 San Pablo
Ave., and twice before, in January and November
2005, the city inquired about buying the property.
It has the potential for becoming a community
center and home to the city's parks and recreation
department.

Now the city has again inquired about buying the
building, its parking lot and lumber yard. While
Home Depot put $2 million into remoedeling, the
city estimates it will cost $4 million to $5 million to
buy and $12.6 million to remodel, including seismic
work, according to a discussion at the March 2
council meeting.

City Manager Brock Arner told the council the
city estimates it will lose the store's employment

~ and up to $150,000 a year in property and sales tax

revenue with the closing, including incremental
taxes because the store is in a redevelopment area.

Mike Heller, recreation division manager, said
the plan, which could include putting a second
floor on the building, puts the community center in
the heart of the city. An alternative and more costly
plan at $30 million would put a community center
at Davis Park, about a mile away from the Civic
Center.

Yardbirds, founded in 1975 grew to 10 Bay
Area stores and sales of $185 million when it was
sold to Home Depot in December 2005. The two

largest stores in Martinez and Santa Rosa were
converted to Home Depots. Home Depot.

-experimented with five smaller stores in Alamo,

Concord, Petaluma, San Pablo and San Rafael,
converting them to Home Depot Yardbirds. Three
other stores were closed.

In a January cost-cutting move, Home Depot
said it would cut 7,000 jobs, freeze officer salaries .
and close 34 Expo Design Centers, the five
Yardbirds, two design centers and seven Home
Depot locations due to the recession and housing
downturn, :

-- Al Pacciorini

April Changes

Beginning in April, Jerry Sattler will take-over as
editor of the Chamber Chatter. Should you have
something for the newsletter, please let Jerry know.

After 18 years, I feel as if I have "put in:my
time" and it's someone else's turn and for now, that
someone is Jerry. Having at one time been a
columnist for the Richmond Independent, I have
enjoyed writing and especially doing the Chefs
Corner, which I may continue to do. )

-- Marie Daniels

March Meeting Update

Our speaker was Don Wiegers, a detective in the
Investigations Division of the San Pablo Police
Department. He spoke abutidentity theft and
things we can do to help prevent being a victim.

We do have good programs and we hope each of
you will put noon, the first Thursday of every
month, on your calendar and plan to attend at La
Strada restaurant.

& Mechanics Bank

Commitmant That Lasts Generations

Patricia |. Gross

Dffice Manager
Hablo Espaitol

20 5an Pablo Towne Center, San Pablo, CA 34806

510.970.9888 PHONE - 510.970.9887 Fax .
patricia_gross@mechbank.com - www.mechbank.com

Casino San Pablo of Lytton Rancheria
13255 San Pablo Ave. San Pablo 94806

The Broiler R-es-taura:nt

Lunch ¢ Dinner ¢ Cocktails
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
(510) 215-7888, ext. 264
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Meeting Report
Continued from Page 1.
exposure and with reasonable costs, we will be able
to excel in our mission,

Another speaker was Abiud Diaz Amaro, an as-
sociate of Bluekey Business Brokerage and also a
representative of the Contra Costa County Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, who spoke in regards to
the Hispanic chamber. I thank Abiud for attending
and for addressing our general membership.

I also want to thank our guests for their atten-
dance and have already sent them membership ap-
plications by fax,

-- Jerry Sattler

Another Great Mixer

As always, La Strada did an outstanding job host-
ing our February mixer. With the event being held
upstairs instead of in the downstairs area, there
were some "party crashers."

Our sincere thanks to La Strada for all they do
f

or the Chamber of Commerce, not just the mixer,
but they do a great job when we meet there for our
monthly board and General membership meetings.

Dowe Law will be hosting our mixer this month,
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. March 19, at 13925 San Pa-
blo Ave. Our April mixer will be at the Senior Cen-
ter on Church Lane.

There is no admittance charge for chamber mem-
bers and only $5 for nonmembers. Our mixers begin
at 5:30 p.m., and once again, we ask that you
PLEASE do not arrive early as it interferes with our
hosts as they are trying to set up.

Our raffles are always fun and we always appreci-
ate raffle prizes. Donate one if you can.

Another Missed Jackpot

The name of Lillian Tofanelli was drawn and with
no one there to claim it, the $162 jackpot rolls over
to next month. You must be present to win the jack-

pot at our monthly General Membership meetings,
noon, the first Thursday of every month, at La Stra-
da restaurant, Church Lane and San Pablo Avenue.

Chef’s Corner -

1 1b. chicken thighs, skin removed
3 cups water
2 cans {14.5 oz. each) chicken broth
1 can (15 oz.) black beans, drained and rinsed
1 can (15 oz.) whole kernel corn
1 can (14.5 oz.) diced tomatoes
with green chilies
% tsp. each ground cumin and dried oregano
1 cup crumbled tortilla chips
Y2 cup chopped cilantro

Chicken Tortilla Soup

Bring chicken, and water to a boil in a large
saucepan. Reduce heat, cover and simmer 25
minutes or until chicken is done. Remove chick-
en to cutting board, let cool slightly. Meanwhile,
add broth to liquid where chicken was cooked.
Bring to a boil. Stir in beans, corn, tomatoes,
cumin and oregano, and bring to a simmer. Sim-
mer 5 minutes for flavors to blend. Pull chicken
meat from bones and shred. Stir chicken and
crumbled tortilla chips into soup. Cook one min-
ute to slightly soften tortillas. Remove from heat
and stir in cilantro. Serve with tortilla chips.

-~ from the kitchen of Marie Daniels
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March Mixer

| Sponsored by
‘Dowe Law Firm

Alvarado Office Center
and the San Pablo Chamber of Commerce

13925 San Pablo Ave. and Van Ness Street

next to Home Depot Yardbirds
Handmap accessible-on Van Ness Street entrance - elevator to second floor

Remember the mixer does not start until 5:30 p.m.
SO PLEASE DO NOT SHOW UP EARLY
as it will interfere with set up.

Also remember, please bring a Raffle Glft
Bnng a friend or new -member and enjoy, network and pass those business cards around

Appetlzers Provided By Party Time Catering
‘For those interested in the building location, 'sﬂites’ are
available for viewing during the mixer.
Suites range from 100 square feet to 1,400 square feet
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Court Up-holds
2004 Reforms

A California court of appeal has
confirmed the expanded protections for
employers intended by the Legislature when it
passed the California Chamber of
Commerce-supported workers' compensation
reforms of 2004. In the complex case Benson
v. Workers' Comp Appeals Board 170 Cal.
App. 4th 1535 (2009), the court held that if an
employee suffers from a specific injury and a
cumulative injury, regardless of when the injury
occurred, they are entitled to two separate
awards 1t one for each injury. The worker is not
entitled to a combined award with a longer
payout period as this is contrary to the
legislative intent, the court ruled.

The court of appeal agreed with the
Appeals Board because the SB 899 reforms
changed the apportionment discussion to focus

on the cause or pathology of an injury and not

Law Office of Ronald V. Uy

CITAS DE GUZMAN

Real Estate Consultant

1212 Broadway St., Suite 820~ Dakland, CA 94612
415-990-9889 (cell)
510-835-3720 (office) - 510-743-0769 (fax)
citasmall@hotmail.com

the actual disability. The SB 899 amendments
refer to a singular injury relating to the
employer's liability stating employers are liable
only for the percentage of permanent disability
directly caused by the injury arising out of and
occurring in the course of employment.

The California Chamber of Commerce
recommends that employers report all
workplace injuries as required by law.

Employers should also: Promptly investigate
workplace injuries to determine if additional
training, support, etc. is necessary; and
communicate consistently with your worker's
comp carrier and legal counsel about this
evolving area of the law.

-~ From the Web site of the state chamber,

calchamber.com

Bingo, Bingo, Bingo

every Sunday
Attention:
Binga will be played every
Sunday at Eagles Hall.
Coswe on down and join the fun
1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The First, Third and Fourth
Sundays, the kitchen will be open!
The Second Sunday we will he having a dinner!

SAN PABLO EAGLES
Rivers Street and San Pablo Avenue

e

Phone {510} 233-0878

Fax {510) 233-7602
{800) 310-0878

San Pablo, CA 94806

1350 23rd St.

Is your house overstuffed?
Then come and see us atr

Extra Space Storage

3500 San Pablo Dam Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803

510-223-8565

Mention this ad and receive 1 MONTH FREE!
On selected units.

We sell boxes and moving supplies,




DOWE LAW FIRM CO-HOSTING MARCH 18™ 1

WITH ALVARADO OFFICE CENTER
13925 SAN PABLO AVE & VAN NESS ST

NEXT TO HOME DEPOT/YARDBIRD'S

' HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE ON VAN NESS STREET ENTRANGE '~
' ELEVATOR TO SECOND FLOOR

Remember, the Chamber Mixer does not start until 5:30 P.m. SO PLEASE. ‘WT, o
. SHOW UP EARLY as it will interfere with set up. Also remember, plea'__'j by - T )
" Raffle. Gift. Bring a friend or new member and enjoy, network and pass those
Busmess cards around S )

APPETIZERS PROVIDED BY PARTY TIME CATERING

 For those interested in the building location, suites are available for viewing
during the Mixer. Suites range from 100 sq ft — 1,400.Sq ft.



